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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides background information in relation to the Mayor’s proposals to create a Mayoral 

Development Corporation for the Olympic Park and the surrounding area.  

 
2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Assembly puts questions to Sir Simon Milton, Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff, 

on the Mayor’s proposals to create a Mayoral Development Corporation for the Olympic 

Park and surrounding area; 

2.2 That the Assembly agrees to delegate authority to the Chair, in consultation with the 

leaders of Assembly party Groups, to respond, on the Assembly’s behalf, to the Mayor’s 

consultation document: ‘Olympic Park Legacy Corporation: Proposals by the Mayor of 
London for public consultation’. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Localism Bill includes provision for the designation of Mayoral development areas, and the 

creation of Mayoral development corporations (MDCs) to drive regeneration in those areas. The 
Bill’s provisions include a requirement that the Mayor consult before he designates a Mayoral 
development area, and the Assembly and each constituency member of the London Assembly whose 
Assembly constituency contains any part of the Mayoral development area are named in the Bill as 
persons that must be consulted.  

 
3.2 Accordingly, the Mayor has now issued a consultation document in relation to his proposals to 

create a new MDC – the Olympic Park Legacy Corporation – centred on the Olympic Park, to take 
over the assets and responsibilities of the existing Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC), and also 
to take on some programmes and assets of other agencies currently working in the area, becoming 
the single body with responsibility for driving regeneration in the area.  

 

3.3 The consultation document sets out seven questions which relate to the strategic purpose, proposed 

boundary and powers of the proposed MDC, and alternative options for meeting the Mayor’s 



        

objectives in relation to the Olympic area.  The full consultation document can be found on the 

following area of the GLA’s website: http://www.london.gov.uk/mdcconsultation. The consultation 

period ends on 28 April. 
 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 Sir Simon Milton, Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff, has been invited to this meeting to answer 

Members questions in relation to the Mayor’s proposals to create an MDC for the Olympic area. 

4.2 The Chair will put the following initial question to Sir Simon: ‚Can you explain the Mayor's proposals 

to create an MDC for the Olympic Park area?‛ Assembly Members will then ask oral questions on the 

Mayor’s proposals. 

4.3 The Assembly is recommended to agree to delegate authority to the Chair, in consultation with the 

leaders of Assembly party Groups, to respond, following the meeting and on the Assembly’s behalf, 

to the Mayor’s consultation document in relation to these proposals. 

4.4 For the reasons set out in the consultation document, the Mayor believes it is essential that the new 
MDC becomes operational on 1 April 2012.  In order to achieve this, the Mayor has decided to carry 
out this consultation before the Localism Bill receives Royal Assent, noting that the Localism Bill  
allows him to take into account consultation conducted before the Bill becomes law 

  
4.5 The consultation document explains that the Mayor has considered a range of options for 

organisational arrangements to meet his objectives for the Olympic area.  It is emphasised that the 
status quo is not one of them; both the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and London Thames 
Gateway Development Corporation (LTGDC), which have made major contributions to the area in 
recent times, are coming to the end of their lives, and their dissolution will in particular force a 
change in responsibility for planning decisions in the area, and leave the area without a dedicated 
regeneration agency.  

 
4.6 In light of these changes, the Mayor has considered three broad options for long-term delivery 

arrangements: 
 

1. To retain and reform the OPLC and allow development control responsibilities to revert to local 
authorities; 

2. To wind up the OPLC and transfer delivery responsibility to the host boroughs; and 
3. To designate a Mayoral development area and establish a Mayoral development corporation.  

 
4.7 The Mayor’s view is that Option 3 is the most effective means of ensuring clear vision and 

leadership.  
 

MDC boundary 
 
4.8 The Mayor is determined to ensure that regeneration goes beyond the Olympic Park to ensure that 

there is integration with surrounding areas. To this end, the proposed boundary of the Mayoral 
development area extends beyond the present OPLC boundary to include land owned by the Lee 
Valley Regional Park Authority, including Eton Manor, the Olympic Village, Stratford City 
development site including Westfield and a number of fringe areas including Hackney Wick, Fish 
Island and Bromley-by-Bow North.  

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mdcconsultation


        

MDC Powers 
 
4.9 The Corporation would become the planning authority for the area for the purposes of plan-making 

and development control and for setting and collecting the Community Infrastructure Levy. The 
Mayor is keen for the MDC to have proposed power to grant discretionary business rate relief – but 
has not yet decided whether and how that power could be exercised.  

 
4.10 The Mayor wants the consolidation of assets of all regeneration bodies working in the area; so the 

assets of the OPLC and of the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation would transfer to 
the new MDC. Given the good working relations between OPLC and London and Continental 
Railway and Stratford Village Development Corporation the Mayor is looking for ‚a unified approach 
to marketing, development and management of the publicly-owned assets in the area‛.  

 
MDC Governance and Funding 

 
4.11 The Mayor is minded to appoint existing board members to the new OPLC Board at the point of 

transition. The Corporation would have a Planning Committee which will have a level of 
representation from the host boroughs reflecting the area of each borough contained within the 
MDC ‘s area. Key planning policy decisions will be approved by this committee and also by the 
Mayor.  

 
4.12 The Mayor expects the Corporation to inherit the existing funding settlement for the OPLC. The 

Mayor also expects that where functions and programmes are transferred they will come with 
resources originally attached to them. The Mayor argues that over the long term the Corporation will 
generate returns through the development of its assets. However, in the short term at least, the 
Corporation will still require public sector grant income in order to meet its core operational 
overheads. These are to be met through grant from Mayor’s own resources and from Government.  

 
4.13 The Mayor intends for the OPLC to begin operation on 1 April 2012, with planning functions 

transferring from ODA and LTGDC and local authorities on 1 October 2012. 
 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report.  

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications in relation to this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None. 
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